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Sraraviiilakaliinidhi seems to Iiavo been once a popular 
book. Manuscript copies of the work have been preserved in 
many libraries of books on Music in several parts of India ; but 
k:‘ those are not easily available to tbe public, tbo book lias 
boon printed so as to make it accessiblo to al.. 

llilmamatyii, the author of the Vook, was a Niyogi Brahmin 
of the Todarnmalla family, which was once woll-kuown in and 
about llajamundri, but is said to bo now extinct. His 
WHS one Timmamfvtya. of whom very little is known. Erima- 
matya seems to have been a distinguished musician and composer 
{v‘i<igeyalcii.ra) and earned by liia proficiency m the science and 
art of Music tlio title of Ahhinava Bharalachanja or 'the 
modern BharaU-' Among bis musical compositions arc men¬ 
tioned ‘ Ragakadambakam’, of which the several portions are to 
bo composed in diflerout rdtjas ; 'Panchatalesvaram’ of which the 
dilTorciit purtsaro to bo adapted to the once prevalent five origina 
*unai; Svarmhim, Srirdtujam, Ac , for 

the. composition of which r^-ahandha^ elaborate rules are kid 
down iu SmifrUaraLudhara, tlie standard treatise on H' 'dn 
Music, BumdmfityH lived in the sixteenth century and was 
a minister of liuma lluia, tho ill-latod king of Vijianagar that 
ivas defeated and slain in IcOu at Talikota. The minister was 
bold iu great respect by the kieg, from whom be received the 
grant of a largo estate on Um Coromandel Coast and a lort in 
v,hc. principabtv of Koudavldu (near Cuntur) that was then sub- 
ject to Vijiaiuigar. Norte of the works mentioned above seem to 
have been preserved uiiywhorii. 

From the colophon tut tin' cud of the book, it will bo 
found t.\iat Ibe book was ccnipl^ttHl in tii o S nirana 
■ ~ Vl,j:;7iux to l~V0 pmcro.u J fu.n ll.o llvo S.u.kHm 

t lllvTU'd 

y( 5 iqrtiiti ThMafiT 151 'd’b ' 
g'lS^ it 





SaVa li72 —i e-, in August—Snpfcomber of 1550 A.D. The 
cifcuinstaocfis in wliicb tho book was composcfl are referred to 
in tlio prefatory portion of tbo book. ^11110 lfan)a Itfiju, king 
of Vijianagar was, with bis brot’bers Timma Itajuand Venkata- 
dri Itajji, listening to tbo sweet discoorso of BfiiTiHtnatya'a 
mn.sic, Venkatadri llnia roforred to- the conflicting -views that, 
then prevailed witli letororco to tbo many questions connected 
with the scionco and si-t ol' idusio, and requostod flamaniiitya to 
compose a work reconciling the (Jifl'orences. Tbo request was 
snpportod by tbo king Itunia linia, wbo know of no hotter 
person for undertaking the v/ork, as bo thought that, while 
others know only tbo thoorotion.l o'' tbo practical side of the sub¬ 
ject, BAmaiLatya wiis an expert in both. Tbo minister-musician 
felt that he was bound to respect tbo -wishes of the king from 
whom he bad received many favours and set about to compose 

a simple faultless work based on tlie b'anjtfarnfnttiara. 

The. book, which from this account may be taken to be 
flawless,'camo in for very eevoro criticism from Vonkatumakbi, 
(son of Goviodiv Oiksbitar, a. minister of a Naik king of Tanjore) 
wbo, in his Chalvrdundiprukdf^/Mi lias written that, for the in- 
CH jlablo mischief that Kamambtya caused by his wrong ctasai- 
lication of be could not esoiipa punishment in tbo next 

world, even though ho might go to Bdinesvai-am and have a 
purificatory bath there- 

The book is divided into five portions as shewn below:— 

(1) The prefatory portion, in -which the nnthor gives 
an account of the circurnstances in which ho Ti'roto 
the book and of the pUnen which the work was 
composed, 

(2) Tlie iSi-ci7-« portion, cniifnining with other maUer an 
rccmint of the i'rvtM and Sva'arix. 

(3) The Vii'a portion, iu which four kinds of the Ftnu 
ai‘,:ti-umenls are described. 

(4) The A'fhi portion, in which it is shewn that the 
j-dyns cat! be divided ioto twenty (or fifteen) classes. 



(5) The Bdga portioi.. iu which the peculmritles of 
many Ifagas or tnnes are pointed out. 

The manuBcripts on which thia printed book is based are 
those oE the Svaramelakalanidht in; 

A. The Madras Oriental Mannscripts Library. 

B, The Tanjoro Palace Sarasvatimabfil Library, (Per a 

portion). ^ 

C The Library of Brahma Sri Subbariinia D.ksb.tar, 
n musician and composer of the Bttayapnram bamaa- 
• I'lnam. 

OE mannscripts A and.B,copies were got 
P. VaradAcharyar. n. A.. Head ^7; 

Madras and Mr. T. S. Kuppnswam. Sastr.yar, Teac , g 

«)cbool Tanjore respectively, and the manuscript C was s n^o 
me dL;ctly Jy its o^ner. 1 have to thank these three genHem^n 

for their kindness, as also my eateemed brothw, I . • 

krishna Aiyar. n A .Principal. Mahare]a's College. 

for several valnsble suggestions that 1 

and Brahma Sr? Radh&krishna S^atriyar. Teacher of ^ 

Literature and lihetoric, Sanskrit PMhasAla. 1 udukk ta., 

for bis kindness in reading the proofs- 


illh April, J906. 
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